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The Po?*sh underground today is non-existent as an organized, centraliy-
directed or coordinated body. hesistance to the Communist regime does
exist, but it is not organized into clearly definsble units, it has nc
unified command and its activities are not coordinsted in a single
schedule; there is no evident strategic plan.

The underground in Foland consists of loosely-bound groups of persons.

t cell may contain frorm ten to 50 peoyle. The members are apt to be

of differing political views, verying social backgrounds and professionzl
experience, - They also have diverse reasons for their partiecipation in
the resistance movement.

4 Polish patriot who hates the new Russian imrerialism right join, as
might an anti~-Communist reactionsry, a liberal or a socialist. 4

large percent' ge of underground members are common cririnals such as
speculstors, black merketeers, smugelers, thieves; robbers and
murderers. Another group in the underground is that of the "professiunal®
resistance man who knows no other way of 1life. One may also find peonle
who rust resist the regime, thcse whio live covertly because the
alternative would be arrest and jail or escape to the .west. The last
course is at best & difficult one which, if the attemt is successfuil,
forces the escapee to pose indefinitely belore western authorities as
something that he is not - a political refugee. The uncertainty of
successful escape to the west, successful assunption of the role of a
politiczl refugee and successful econcmic rehabilit: tion in the .est
keeps an aJ)reclable croportion of this criminal elﬂment in the under--
ground.

There are other elements of the Polish populstion which provide lesser
numbers of men to the clandestine resistance forces, These include young
persons vho have no politicsl or ideolopical motivation, but who have
jolned because they hove cormitted some minor crime and beczuse they

CLASSIFICATION SECRET

STATE Bw

NAVY X | NSRB DIETRIBUTION

Army 4

x

ARk e | PRI i i‘J ,!

Approved For Release 2006/04/18 : CIA-RDP82-00457R014100310007-8



25X1
25X1
25X1
25X1

o
g

10.

Approved For Releése 2006ARURBL CIA-RDP82-00457R01410032X007-8

wDen

dresd the few months in jail v.i.h would be meted out to ther in
puniskment. This fear of penal action stems from ccuntless cxaggerated
tales current in Foland: a youngster who may heve drunkenly tried to
molest a pirl wey fesr thet, if joiled, he will bs treated as a
political criminal, en enti~rogime propagandist or a saboteur. New
recruits in the underground may also be arny deserters,

The rreat majority of those who live illepall;” and who nide in the
forests of Poland are, therefore, army deserters, comron criminals,

young men who have cormitted a rdsdemeanor, youthiul wer-time underground
assistants - wnwitting couriers, armunition keepers and the like - who
continued to associate with the underground and who, since the war have
been either unwilling or unable to rehabilitate themselves,

These forest underground groups are almost always directed by experienced
war-time underground members who nov either live illegally under assumed
names or who have managed to reappsar &s accepbed citizens while conceali’g
their present interest in anti-regime action. The lezders of such groups
arc rerely common criminals. Almost universally, the chiefs zare motivated
by political considerations such ashatred ci” lussia, rolisf notlonalism,
hatred of lommunisr or personal Toiitical arbitien . '

The bulk of the Folishk civilizn porulation is syapsthetic or sctively
helpful to these quasi-politicsl, cuasi-eriringl prours. Tre underground
faces op.osition f:om those elements which are either ideolosically
Cormunistic, & rino-ity, or those which contain politicsl op ortunists

“ho bepelit under th current repime. The letter are a mujority of the
group wvhich dogs not sympethire with the underground. Tre general suiiort
that is given the resistance is attributable to two fuctors: the : iseroble
sconomic sitw.ticn in which the :olish citizen todiy finds himself znd
trazaitional hatred of the hussiens. The historical antirpethy of iole fer
Russicn is strengthened deily by the obvious noture of Hussian colonization
of roland ¢.ident in the flow of rolish gocds %o the Ui and in rro-
Hussian propugznda,

The Homsn Cetholic church may pley some part in the wopulation's attitude,
Conscio.sly or unconsciously, howsver, the anti-regzime feeling of the
Foles is much less enti-Communistic than it is anti-Russian. Dislike of
the proverning systoer would exist even without Catholic suprort. The

Chureh does, it is true, play sn importan crystailizing recle in the
ies; the

strurple between Comrunism and . estern dewocratic ideclop
primry cin of the Church is, towever, its own preservstion and survival,
The scithe of Xosciuszke,symbolic of the uprising of lolish veasants
apainst Crarist tussia, could rrovide as ruch ideclogicel aupcal for
resistence as could the eross of the Church. Tre spirit which teday roves
Poles to resist Sovist Russiz, as it wotivated rosistance te Crarist
Russia earlier, is pot eligion vut nationslism, :

The question of whetler or uot & sericus, inteslirentiy-led snd
stretegically-direct d wnderground novement exists in iolend cennot e

be answered, Therc were sipns tiat such an orgeniretion odsts, buy the
averag= rele is not awere of it, This mey bu exilained by trho securit

ressurcs which surrcund the orfunivation's ex stoince ond cchions. sy

sdvertiserent of its oxistence ..o 14 only cuuse the reoime Lo rebilize

the totsl mipht of its poliee Jorgssz urd rrry to i wvidste the orrenivation,

The followsing are riven as incldents of the existence of under round groups:

aj |
[Tt wes ceneorous
for &B. personnel tc perforr: Lholr duties in the western arces of
roland. | |in the counties of Mukow- azowiecki,
atrcliexs and rrzasnysz, KB, nmen clweys patrol in peirs.  There had
been recurrirng incideris of & single Ki., soldier either being found
rurdercd or disa;pesring ~ithout & Lruce. | |
in these are:s, the underground is strong and tha . 16 0 €I6LCS 1N
arews of 12 to X0 nene These _roups not oniy atbtach Y. and C
reérsonnel, but olsc condiet acticus srainst Corrmmist sitoters
provozsndininT collsetivication eno spseking for the Uoli; Cowrunist
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cotiective offices, such as Samopemoc Crlopska, Spoldzielnie
Frodukeyjine and i-olskis Gospodszrstwa Rolne, £lse wrovide tarsels

for active oprosition,

The farm population relates with relishpucts which tend to discredit
rovernrent officials, In the forest recions of Suwnlki-Aurustow~
Lapy-ialkinia, peasants braeg that pro-rerire forces try to be

circumspect and conciliutory because they fear undersround retsliation

against any strong mcasures in sugport of the pro-Russian policy.

¢) Desertions fror the army have rultiplied. Only this fact can explain

the recently sharpsned punitive orders iszued azainst members of
the armed forces guilty of azn infraction of rilit ry rules,
Unsuthorized departure from barracks, cven when troops are on their
free time, 13 punished by & three-vear prison term. In one known
case, & soldier wes recalled for a six month surplemental training
course: during his reriod of service, he visited his wife for tiree
rours without permission. PFor this offense, he was court-ncrtivled
and sentenced to twe yeurs at hard labor,

1i, Generally speaking, thce Folish underground-is & very disorganize. body.

There are meny people who would like to join or to try to dirsct it.
informed versons, however, beiieve that resistence work is useless &t
the moment, but that’when the time comes', many Poles will join or will
hely an underground rovement . k

Corment: It is belleved that the underﬁrcund was responsible

for the following incident: The flow of power Lo electric trains was
suddenly cut ol one day in theé spring of 1952 for sever:zl hours.
Treins running on the .arsaw-i'ruezkes and .ars:w-Grojue lines Lnlted,
Because of this; some 260,000 workers were unsble to recort for work
that day. It is not definitely known whethrer the interruption was due
to sabot-re or to & technic:1 byre:kdown. ’
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